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Drug Policies in USA and Portugal
Name
Institutional Affiliation




The following table is a fact sheet of Drug Policies in USA and Portugal 
	USA Policies on Drugs 
	Portuguese Facts on Drugs 

	The possession, manufacturer, use and distribution of drugs is prohibited under the federal laws. 
	Portugal decriminalized the private and public use, possession and acquisition of all drugs in 2000. 

	The Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 was enacted into law by the Congress 
	The drug use has become a sanctionable misdemeanor in Portugal. 

	The drugs have been outlawed in the United States 
	Portuguese Drug Policy Model (PDPM) has descriminalized the use of drugs in the country. 

	There are strategies of treatment of medical problems in the United States.
	The government does not interfere with policies in the drug manufacturing companies in Portugal.

	The drug market in USA is highly regulated 
	The drug market in Portugal is not regulated 

	The United States is more focused on punitive approach in the handling of drugs 
	Portugal is more focused on preventive Approach that entails handling and prevention of drug use within the country. 

	The Federal stance on drug policy within the United States comprises of improved trafficking inhibition, awareness campaigns and cultivating rules and policies that control foreign drug markets.
	 There is no governmental stance on drugs only the provisional administrations control the use of drugs on a case to cases basis. 

	President Nixon and Reagan declared wars on drug usage in the United States. 
	There is no existence of any drug war in the country as it is only considered as a misdemeanor.

	There is increased regulations on the drug market in United States. 
	The drugs market in Portugal has been deregulated over the years

	Measures have been put in place to ensure that drugs have become a major policy issue within the country.
	Drug control is not a major policy issue within the state allowing many players in the industry to regulate themselves
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